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A LOOK AT THE PAST 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 


500 BLOCK SIBLEY STREET © HAMMOND,INDIANA @¢ SINCE 1887 
World’s Largest Sunday School 
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Thirteen Pastors Have Served 
B.P. Hewitt 
April 1888 - May 1893 
S.W. Phelps 
August 1893 - October 1900 


vA SS E.T. Carter 
E.T. CARTER November 1900 - December 1901 T. LEONARD LEWIS 


W.H. Jones 
January 1902 - October 1907 


J.E. Sharp 
January 1908 - April 1911 
Floyd Adams 
August 1911 - December 1918 


R.O. Licklider 
January 1919 - August 1921 
J. Clark Oranger 
/ November 1921 - March 1927 
W.H. JONES J.M. Horton F. RUSSELL PURDY 
August 1927 - September 1941 
T. Leonard Lewis 
October 1941 - August 1944 
F. Russell Purdy 
October 1944 - June 1947 
Owen L. Miller 
October 1947 - November 1958 


Jack Hyles 


August 1959 - present 


FLOYD ADAMS OWEN L. MILLER 
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R.O. LICKLIDER J. CLARK ORANGER J.M. HORTON JACK HYLES 


Taken from the Town Directory — 1889-1890 
(The population of Hammond in 1890 was 1548.) 
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AS he town directory reads: The First Baptist Church of Hammond was organized 
November, 1887, under the labors of Rev. Allen Hill, home missionary, with eleven constituent 
members. For a time the congregation met in the garrett [attic] of the Morton House. [The Morton 
House was on Willow Court, one block west of Hohman, on the south side of the street.] The Rev. 
B.P. Hewett settled as pastor the first of April, 1888, holding services in the Hohman Opera House 
[located at State and Hohman, where the Army Surplus Store is] until November, when the present 
commodious chapel on Sibley Street was dedicated [located at about the center of parking lot across 
the street from the present church auditorium], costing about $2,000.00. $2,358.00 was raised by 
the members. The church membership at the last annual meeting was thirty-two. A prosperous 
Sunday school with an average attendance of 50. An active Ladies’ Home Worker’s Society. 
Preaching services are held every Lord’s Day at 10:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m., Sunday School at 12:00 


noon. A weekly prayer meeting on Tuesday evening. 


Following are the buildings as they looked during the years noted below each picture. 


Morton House Hotel 
November 1887-January 1888 


April 
1888-1901 


1913-1947 


Hohman Opera House 
January 1888-April 1888 


Marcus Morton 
Towle, Hammond’s 
first mayor from 
1884-1888 and owner 
of the Morton House, 
donated the land on 
Sibley Street for the 
first church building. 


1947-1964 


“IT Was There” buttons given on Ten Thousand 
Sunday in 1970 — 11,348 were there! 
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Our first school, Hammond Baptist High School, 1970. Our grade school was opened the following year, 1971. 


April 3, 1964 - June 5, 1964 


(Above, left) June 5, 1964 — The new auditorium 
had just been dedicated in April! During the night 
of June 4, an arsonist set fires which raged on 
either side of that new building. The old audito- 
rium was destroyed along with the Youth Center, 
but God spared our new auditorium! 


(Above, right) In 1966, ground was broken for a 
new educational building, to be built on the site of 
the old auditorium which burned. 


Since 1975 


1967-1975 


The Chapel on Wheels was used in 
street meetings in the early ’30s. 
Pastor Horton is on the left. This 
was constructed of 
hardwood, built by 
our church men. 


BAPTIST GOSPEL CH 


OF CALUMET REGION 


Pastor Miller, 
1949 


It was a happy day in 1971 when Dr. Elmer Towns, 
on behalf of Christian Life Magazine, presented to 
our pastor a plaque for our being the world’s 
largest Sunday School ~ we have been every year 
since. For the year 1983 we averaged 18,700. 


ball 
The bus ministry grew with the gift of this bus First Baptist Church buses ready to roll, 1967. 


from the Coral Steffey family in the early ’60s. 


In 1972 Hammond Baptist High School moved into new, larger and commodious facilities at Baptist City. 


In September, 1972, Hyles-Anderson College first After moving to the larger present campus in June 
opened its doors in this building. It is now used by of 1974, annually we have built something new — 
the Hammond Baptist Grade School. most recently our new dining hall. 
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There are tours of Hyles-Anderson College every Sunday at 3 p.m. The College is located at 8400 Burr 
Street, one mile south of U.S. Route 30. 


